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ASSEMBLY, a term often applied to the
legislative body of a state. Frequently it is
used to designate the house of representa-
tives, as distinguished from the senate. See
legislatuke.
ASSIGNMENT, in law, is the process by
which a person relinquishes his claim to
property of any kind and gives to another
legal possession of it. Assignments, even
though for small values, should always be
in writing, although in some jurisdictions
verbal transfers in the presence of witnesses
are sufficient. Assignment of wages yet to be
earned is frowned on in many states, as being
contrary to the public welfare. Assignment
of growing crops not yet ready for harvest
is legal. Assignment for the benefit of cred-
itors is usually in the name of a trustee act-
ing for a court (see bankruptcy).
ASSIMILATION, the appropriation of
food for the growth, support and develop-
ment of living tissues, takes place in the
cells. In animals and man the blood in the
capillaries brings to the cells the materials
which they have the power of changing and
so adapting to their own uses that they grow
and become capable of performing new and
even different functions. In order that as-
similation shall take place rapidly in any
organ, there must be a large supply of blood.
This is the ease in muscle and nerve tissue,
while in bone, which changes more slowly,
the blood vessels or capillaries are fewer.
The blood itself must circulate with a normal
degree of rapidity, be of sufficient amount
and composed of proper materials. There
must also be taken into the system a suffi-
cient quantity of food that is of good quality
and easily digested. See diet; nutrition;
secretion,
ASSINIBOI'A, a former district in Can-
ada, forming one of the Northwest Terri-
tories. In 1905 nearly the whole district,
which had an area of 90,000 square miles,
was included in the new province of Sas-
katchewan. For description of the district,
see saskatchewan",
ASSINTBOIN, (stone boilers), the name
given to a Siouan Indian tribe because when
first known to the whites they boiled "water
by dropping hot stones into it. They lived
between the Missouri and Saskatchewan, on
both sides of the Canadian border. About
1,250 are now on a reservation in Montana,
and about the same number live in Canada.
4? river of Canada, which
 flows through Manitoba and joins the Red
River of the North at Winnipeg, after a
somewhat circuitous course of about 450
miles from the west and northwest. It is
navigable for over 300 miles.
ASSOCIATED PRESS. The reader of a
daily newspaper sees at the head of many
articles the caption "By the Associated
Press." Such a heading means that the
newspaper he is reading has a share in the
privileges of a great news-gathering organ-
ization, composed of the publishers of nearly
all the leading American newspapers. For
convenience the United States is divided into
four sections—eastern, western, central and
southern—and each of these divisions has a
central office and a superintendent. Reports
are telegraphed to the central office, and from
there to all members of the Association in
the division. No European publishers are
admitted to membership, and no American
publisher not a member may make use of
Associated Press dispatches. The associa-
tion was organized in New York in 1849,
and has become the largest organization of
its kind in the world. Smaller American
associations of a similar nature include the
United Press and the International News
Service.
ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL, a form of
football which originated in England and has
been growing in popularity in the United
States during recent years. In England,
where it is as popular as baseball is in Ameri-
ca, the game is called "Soccer." It is played
on a field which is marked off in accordance
with the accompanying diagram, and resem-
bles the American Rugby football game in
general purposes, although the method of
playing is vastly different. The field, which
may vary in length from 100 to 130 yards,
and in width from 50 to 100 yards, is rectan-
gular in form, and has, in the middle of each
end line, two goal posts 8 yards apart and
joined by a bar 8 feet from the ground. The
object of the game is for one of the eleven
players of one side to kick the ball between
the goal posts of the opposing side. The
game is played in two halves of 45 minutes
each, unless otherwise agreed upon, sepa-
rated by an interval of five minutes. At the
beginning of the second half the players
change goals.
At the beginning of the game, the football,
which is spherical in form, is placed on the
ground in the senter o£ the field ami kicked

